Injury Prevention Program
2011 Annual Report
Injury Prevention Program

Funds Brought to Union County

For over a decade, the Injury Prevention Program at the
Union County Health Department has been devoted to
improving the safety of the Union County community.
This work is driven by the Safe Communities/Safe Kids
Coalition, a collaborative of Union County partners
working to reduce injuries among county residents.
During 2011, the Injury Prevention Program and Safe
Communities/Safe Kids Coalition focused its efforts on
motor vehicle safety, sports safety, and car seat safety.

Project

Source

Amount

Sports Safety

Ohio Dept of Health

$45,000

Statewide Child
Injury Coalition

Ohio Dept of Health

$25,000

Safe Communities Ohio Dept of Public Safety

$25,000

Pedestrian Safety

Safe Kids USA

$1,000

Car Seat Safety

Fairbanks Jr Honor Society

Feeling “Safe & Sound”
in Union County

Keeping Kids Safe in the Car

The Second Annual Safe &
Sound Safety Expo was held
in August. A large partnership
was created in 2011 with the
addition of the Farmer’s Share
Breakfast. Partners from
around the county came
together to teach community members about
safety. Demonstrations throughout the day ranged from
electrical safety presented by Union Rural Electric, to
internet safety presented by Best Buy, to wild animal
safety presented by the Ohio Wildlife Center. This event
continues to grow each year, and the hope is that 2012
will be the best Safe & Sound yet.

2
car seat
events

75
car seats
distributed

Total Funds $96,250

Injury Prevention Program
Honored at National Public
Health Conference
The Union County Health
Department was honored at the
2011 annual conference of the
National Association of County and
City Health Officials (NACCHO)
and received a Model Practice
Award. Model Practice Awards are
given to public health agencies for developing and
implementing a program that demonstrates exemplary and
replicable qualities in response to a local public health need.
The Injury Prevention Program’s "Creating Positive School
Environments through Conflict Resolution Education" was
one of 41 public health programs selected from across the
nation to receive NACCHO's Model Practice Award. This
conflict resolution education program was implemented in
the Marysville elementary schools from 2005 to 2009.

JST DRV Reminds
Students to Keep
Hands on the
Wheel

18
car seats
checked

$250

Walk This Way
Mayor John Gore escorts
Navin Elementary School
students to school as part
of Walk to School Day.
The annual October event
educates students on the
importance of pedestrian
safety and encourages
them to be physically
active every day.

Drivers who use
handheld devices while
driving are four times as
likely to get into crashes
serious enough to injure
themselves or others. This was the motivating factor behind
the distracted driving campaign at Fairbanks High School for
the 2011-2012 school year. Throughout the year, students
were reminded to “JST DRV.” Activities like a full school
assembly, a parent meeting, the distracted driving simulator,
a poster contest, and a mock crash are all things that were
used to illustrate the importance of not driving while
distracted.

Sports Injury Prevention
In 2009, the Injury Prevention Program identified youth sports-related injuries as an emerging issue in Union County.
Through a grant from the Ohio Department of Health, the program began working to address these issues in 2010. This
component of the Injury Prevention Program partners with recreational organizations, youth leagues, and the school
districts to improve the safety of young athletes.

Athletic Facility Improvement Projects
Building from success in 2010, the Injury Prevention Program at the
Union County Health Department (UCHD) once again partnered with
local recreational organizations, youth leagues, and schools to
improve the safety of young athletes through the Athletic Facility
Improvement Projects.
In 2011, UCHD awarded $4230 in grant funds to the Fairbanks
Summer Ball Association, Broadway Baseball Association, and St.
John's Lutheran School. These organizations put the funds to great
use by making baseball and softball field improvements, installing
breakaway safety bases, and purchasing tumbling mats to be used
during physical education classes and cheerleading practices.
The Fairbanks Summer Ball Association (FSBA) who was also
funded for field improvements in 2010, once
again demonstrated their commitment
to the safety of their athletes. Through
the hard work of their association,
the FSBA was able to leverage an
additional $8400 in funds,
donations, and in-kind support
to complete their project. As a
result, the FSBA was able to
resurface and sod the
remaining field from the 2010
project and install breakaway
safety bases on two of their
three fields.

Remind your
athlete to always

WARM UP
GEAR UP

Mouthguard Team Kits

During 2011, the Injury Prevention
Program at the Union County Health
Department launched a mouthguard
distribution campaign. More than 2
million teeth are knocked out every
year in sports-related injuries. According to
the American Dental Association, wearing a
mouthguard is the most effective way to reduce the
incidence and severity of sports-related dental injuries.

Through the distribution campaign, Union County youth teams and leagues
are eligible to receive free team kits which include mouthguards and
educational materials for athletes, parents and coaches. Approximately 700
mouthguards and materials have been distributed thus far. Over 400 are still
available. The campaign will continue through 2012. To receive a mouthguard
team kit for your child’s team, please contact the Injury Prevention Program.

For more information or to become involved, please contact UCHD at:
Elizabeth Fries
Sports Injury Prevention
937-642-2053
elizabeth.fries@health.co.union.oh.us

Shawnna Jordan
Safe Communities/Safe Kids
937-642-2053
shawnna.jordan@health.co.union.oh.us

